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Canada is the ideal partner  

and can contribute to addressing several challenges faced 
by the European Union (EU) in the areas of research and 

development with Horizon Europe, biosecurity, raw 
materials and agrifood-agritech. 
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Horizon Europe: Canada, the ideal partner to the EU  

The Horizon Europe agreement between the European Union and Canada signifies a commitment to 
enhance research and innovation collaboration between the two regions. Here's an overview of the 
agreement's key points: 

1. Research and Innovation Collaboration: The agreement promotes collaboration between 
Canadian and European researchers, innovators, and institutions across various scientific 
disciplines and technological domains. 

2. Access to Funding: Canadian researchers and innovators are eligible to participate in Horizon 
Europe programs, allowing them to access funding for collaborative research projects, 
innovation initiatives, and mobility opportunities. 

3. Shared Priorities: The agreement identifies common research and innovation priorities, 
including areas such as health, climate change, clean energy, digitalization, and sustainable 
agriculture, where joint efforts can address global challenges and deliver mutual benefits. 

4. Framework for Cooperation: The agreement establishes a framework for cooperation, 
defining the rules, procedures, and mechanisms for Canadian participation in Horizon Europe 
projects, ensuring a smooth and effective collaboration process. 

5. Benefits for Both Sides: The agreement facilitates the exchange of knowledge, expertise, and 
best practices between Canada and the EU, fostering innovation, economic growth, and job 
creation on both sides while addressing common societal challenges. 

Overall, the Horizon Europe agreement with Canada strengthens research and innovation ties, 
promotes scientific excellence, and supports the development of solutions to global challenges, 
contributing to the advancement of knowledge and the well-being of citizens in both regions. 
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Biosecurity, current and future challenges  

Biosecurity faces a myriad of current and future challenges, ranging from emerging infectious diseases to 
bioterrorism threats and the impacts of climate change. 

Current challenges include: 

1. Pandemic Preparedness: The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic highlights the need for robust global 
surveillance systems, rapid response capabilities, and collaboration between nations. 

2. Emerging Infectious Diseases: Constant vigilance is required to monitor and respond to new infectious 
disease threats, such as Ebola, Zika, and novel strains of influenza. 

3. Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR): The overuse and misuse of antibiotics have led to the rise of 
antimicrobial-resistant pathogens, posing a significant threat to public health. 

4. Bioterrorism: The deliberate misuse of biological agents for terrorist purposes remains a serious concern, 
requiring enhanced security measures and international cooperation. 

Future challenges may include: 

1. Climate Change and Environmental Degradation: Climate change can alter the distribution and behavior 
of infectious agents and vectors, potentially leading to the emergence of new diseases and changing 
patterns of disease transmission. 

2. Synthetic Biology: Advances in biotechnology, including gene editing and synthetic biology, present both 
opportunities and risks, raising concerns about the intentional or accidental release of engineered 
pathogens. 

3. Globalization and Urbanization: Increasing global connectivity and urbanization can facilitate the rapid 
spread of infectious diseases, challenging traditional biosecurity measures. 

Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach, including investment in research and development, 
strengthening of public health infrastructure, international collaboration, and the implementation of effective 
regulatory and surveillance systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paperless Event 

 

Raw Materials, how Canada is part of the solution for Europe  
Canada plays a significant role in providing raw materials to support Europe's industrial and economic 
needs. Here's how Canada contributes: 

1. Mineral Resources: Canada is rich in mineral resources, including gold, nickel, copper, zinc, 
and uranium. These resources are vital for Europe's manufacturing sector, especially for 
industries such as automotive, aerospace, and electronics. 

2. Forestry Products: Canada is one of the world's largest exporters of forestry products. It 
provides Europe with a steady supply of wood, pulp, and paper, which are essential for 
construction, packaging, and various manufacturing processes. 

3. Energy Resources: Canada possesses vast reserves of oil, natural gas, and hydroelectric power. 
These energy resources help meet Europe's energy demands, contribute to energy security, 
and support Europe's transition to cleaner energy sources. 

4. Critical Minerals: Canada is a reliable source of critical minerals essential for various high-tech 
industries, including renewable energy, electric vehicles, and electronics. These minerals include 
lithium, cobalt, graphite, and rare earth elements. 

5. Agricultural Products: Canada is a major exporter of agricultural products, including wheat, 
barley, canola, and seafood. These products support Europe's food supply chain, ensuring food 
security and diversity. 

6. Strategic Partnerships: Canada and Europe share strong economic and trade ties. Through 
bilateral agreements and partnerships, both regions collaborate to ensure the sustainable and 
responsible extraction, processing, and supply of raw materials. 

In summary, Canada's abundant natural resources and its commitment to sustainable resource 
management make it a valuable partner for Europe, helping to meet its raw material needs and 
supporting economic growth and development. 
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The impact of Agrifood-Agritech, accelerating innovation for sustainable food 
system 

The impact of Agrifood-Agritech on accelerating innovation for sustainable food systems is profound 
and multi-faceted: 

1. Increased Agricultural Productivity: Agrifood-Agritech innovations, such as precision 
agriculture, automation, and biotechnology, enhance productivity, allowing farmers to produce 
more food with fewer resources. This helps meet the growing global demand for food while 
minimizing environmental impact. 

2. Resource Efficiency and Sustainability: Agrifood-Agritech solutions promote sustainable 
farming practices by optimizing resource use, reducing water consumption, minimizing 
chemical inputs, and decreasing greenhouse gas emissions. This leads to more efficient and 
environmentally friendly food production systems. 

3. Improved Food Quality and Safety: Advanced technologies, including blockchain, Internet of 
Things (IoT), and data analytics, enable better monitoring and traceability throughout the food 
supply chain. This enhances food safety, reduces food waste, and ensures higher quality and 
fresher products for consumers. 

4. Enhanced Resilience to Climate Change: Agrifood-Agritech innovations help farmers adapt 
to the impacts of climate change by providing tools and technologies to mitigate risks, 
improve crop resilience, and manage extreme weather events more effectively. 

5. Promotion of Circular Economy: Agrifood-Agritech facilitates the transition towards a circular 
economy by promoting the reuse, recycling, and repurposing of agricultural waste and by-
products. This reduces waste, conserves resources, and creates new economic opportunities. 

6. Support for Rural Development and Economic Growth: Agrifood-Agritech innovation 
stimulates economic growth and creates jobs, particularly in rural areas. By providing farmers 
with access to cutting-edge technologies and market opportunities, it helps revitalize rural 
communities and contributes to inclusive and sustainable development. 

7. Global Food Security: Agrifood-Agritech plays a crucial role in ensuring global food security 
by increasing agricultural productivity, improving resilience to environmental challenges, and 
enhancing the efficiency of food supply chains. 

In summary, Agrifood-Agritech innovation is essential for accelerating the transition towards more 
sustainable, resilient, and equitable food systems, ultimately contributing to the achievement of 
multiple Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and ensuring a better future for generations to come. 
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