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David Anderson – Saskatchewan Trade & Invest 

 

David Anderson brings a strong blend of public and private business experience to the Saskatchewan Germany Office. He 
has been involved in trade, investment, and cultural promotion for Canada in the international arena for nearly 20 years, 
having lived overseas for 14 of those years.  

David started his career at the Japan External Trade Organization, JETRO, in Toronto, where his focus was primarily on 
promoting two-way trade and investment with a particular focus on natural resources sectors. David was then sent to 
Japan to serve as the Executive Director of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Japan (CCCJ), a private-business 
organization mandated to promote the development of commerce between Canada and Japan; concentrating on 
supporting two-way trade and investment, advocacy, and broadening relationships between private sector organizations. 
David then served as Managing Director of the Alberta Japan Office from 2014-2021, following which he moved on to 
serve as the Managing Director of the Saskatchewan Japan Office covering Japan and Korea, responsible for driving 
Japanese and Korean investment to Saskatchewan and supporting Saskatchewan interests in East Asia. During his time in 
Japan, David served as the Chair of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Japan from 2021-2023.   

David moved to Berlin in the summer of 2023 to take up his current role representing for Saskatchewan in Germany and 
broader Central and Eastern Europe.  

David holds a BA Economics from the University of Western Ontario, and an MBA from McGill University-Desautels Faculty 
of Management. David is married and has two hockey playing boys.  
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Jean-Luc Archambault – Lysios 

 

Jean-Luc Archambault founded Lysios in 2003. He graduated from the prestigious Corps des Mines. He has a long-standing 
experience in the high-level civil service in France and of EU affairs, as Head of the Industry and Environment policies of 
the French General Secretary for European Affairs to the Prime minister, then as advisor on digital economy to two French 
Ministers of Industry and Director of the Digital Economy Department of the same Ministry. 

Jean-Luc Archambault is a former student of the École Normale Supérieure (Ulm). He obtained the “Agrégation” in 
Mathematics and graduated from Engineering School Télécom Paris Tech.  

At Lysios, Jean-Luc is particularly involved in supporting technology and digital industries. He also brings to Lysios clients 
his expertise and network on competition issues.  

He also worked in the private sector, as a partner of BNP’s Private Equity team, then as Director of External Relations and 
Strategy for SFR, a large telecom operator. Jean-Luc is fluent in French and English. 

 

Sam Ayoub – Canada-Europe Economic Chamber - EU 

 

Sam Ayoub is the founding President of the Canada-Europe Economic Chamber whose mission is to promote economic 
trades between Canada and the European Union. Sam also helps many Canadian and European companies adopt a more 
strategic and effective approach to both markets to maximize business development and get a better return on investment 
from international efforts.   

Sam is also own a direct marketing company, INFAX which is a provider of fax & email broadcasting services in Canada. 
INFAX has clients mainly in Canada but also in France, Switzerland, Australia, Japan, USA, Mexico and Brazil. 

A dual citizen of Canada and France, Sam has also been very involved in various international chambers of commerce in 
Quebec City, Montreal, Vancouver and Paris before founding the Canada-Europe Economic Chamber in Canada and 
Europe (Brussels). 
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Nicholas Brousseau – Government of Canada 

 

Dr. Nicholas Brousseau was appointed Ambassador of Canada to the Kingdom of Belgium in July 2024. He is also Deputy 
Head of Mission of Canada to the European Union since August 2021.   
 
Prior to joining this Mission, Nicholas served as Ambassador of Canada to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan. 
Nicholas joined Foreign Affairs Canada in 2004. Throughout his career, Nicholas has held various positions both abroad 
and at home. He has served at the Permanent Mission to the United Nations, the Embassy to Russia and the Embassy to 
Romania, where he was the head of the political section and was also accredited to Bulgaria and Moldova. At home, he 
has worked in the European Union Division and the Eastern Europe and Balkans Division. He has also served as deputy 
director in the Nuclear Disarmament, Arms Controls and Disarmament Policy Division and as senior departmental adviser 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
 
Nicholas holds a BA History (Laval University, 1997), a MA History (University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, 1999), a 
Diploma for Archivist-Paleographer (National School of Charters, 2003) and a PhD History (University of Paris 1 Panthéon-
Sorbonne, 2005). 
 
He is married and has 3 children. He speaks French, English, Russian and German. 
 

Caroline Émond  

 

Caroline Emond is an experienced Senior Executive with a global perspective on policies, trade, food systems and governance. 
She is a lawyer, has been a diplomate and has 25 years’ experience in senior executive and public affairs roles in private, public 
and the not-for-profit sectors. She was Director General of the International Dairy Federation from 2018-2024; Director 
General of Dairy Farmers of Canada from 2015-2017; Head of the Quebec Delegation to the Benelux and EU Institutions from 
2013-2014; and Manager of Global Public & Government Affairs of Bombardier Recreational Products from 2008-2013. She 
was based in Geneva from 2001 to 2006 as Representative of the Canadian dairy, poultry and eggs to the World Trade 
Organization. Caroline Emond hails from Quebec, Canada. She has also Belgium nationality and currently lives in Brussels. 

 

 

 

 

 



Paperless Event 

Rick Froh – ASSIG 

 

Richard (Rick) Froh’s career in 3 acts. 

ACT 1: Rick served as a combat engineer officer in the Canadian Armed Forces from 1968 until 1996, across Canada and in 
Europe and USA.  Key assignments included G4 of the Special Service Force in Canada, Commanding Officer 4 Combat 
Engineer Regiment in Germany and Military Assistant to 3 Chairs of the NATO Military Committee in Belgium.  Rick is a 
graduate, with honours, from the US Army Command and General Staff College, being recognized as a Master Tactician. 

ACT 2: As a member of the International Staff at NATO Headquarters in Brussels from 1996 to 2015, Rick was Head of the 
Land and Joint Armaments Sections, then Deputy Assistant Secretary General (DASG) for Armaments, and finally, DASG 
for Operations, travelling extensively in Allied and Partner nations, including Ukraine and Georgia, as well as in the Middle 
East, Africa, Kosovo and Afghanistan.  In 2017, he was called back to be NATO’s Senior Civilian in Iraq for 3 months. 

ACT 3: In retirement, Rick remains engaged.  He has been appointed as an Honorary Professor in the School of Law and 
Politics at Cardiff University; acts as the Strategic Advisor to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of a Canadian/American 
regulatory technology company (Terida); serves as the Executive Director of the Dr Manfred Wörner Circle at NATO; and 
in 2023 moved from CEO to President of Allied Support Services International Group (ASSIG), a Canadian consulting 
company in the defence and security sector. 

 

Tanja Hoel – Hatch 

 

Tanja Hoel has more than 20 years of experience working with innovation and technology development in the Norwegian 
and global aquaculture industry. Hoel is a Managing Director at Hatch Blue where she advises international companies on 
business development and  investment opportunities in aquaculture. Hatch Blue Hatch Blue is a knowledge-based firm 
specialized in aquaculture and blue economy globally. Comprised of four business units – investment management, 
consulting, startup programs and media – it has a team of 32 working across five offices in Europe, North America and 
Asia. Hatch Blue manages three funds with >60 investments, has delivered six accelerator programs and 15 innovation 
studios as well as dozens of highly specialized consulting projects to blue chip clients. 
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Yves Joannette – Université de Montréal 

 

Yves Joanette is a Professor of Cognitive Neurosciences and Aging at the Faculty of Medicine at the Université de Montréal 
as well as Laboratory Director at the Research Center of the Centre de recherche de l’Institut universitaire de gériatrie de 
Montréal. He is currently Deputy Vice-Principal Research and Director of the Digital Health Consortium at Université de 
Montréal. He was until recently the Scientific Director of the Institute of Aging of the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research where he co-lead the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging, as well as the Dementia Research Strategy. He is 
also currently the Senior Official of the Eastern Canada Pandemic Preparedness Hub (ECaPPH) brigning academia and 
industry together. He also is co-responsible of the Millenium Quebecor Entrepreneurship program at the Université de 
Montréal. Dr Joanette contributed to the World Health Organization efforts both in relation with the dementia global 
strategy as well as the global efforts in healthy ageing. Yves Joanette was a founding Member and former Chair of the 
World Dementia Council. Yves Joanette was a Scholar and Scientist of the Canadian Medical Research Council and has 
received many distinctions, including the André-Dupont Award, and the Eve Kassirer Award for Outstanding Professional 
Achievement. His scientific production includes nearly 300 peer-reviewed articles, 150 books and chapters and more than 
1000 oral and poster presentation in meetings, including numerous invited lectures. Dr Joanette supervised more than 
120 PhD and Master students, while welcoming many interns from Canada and around the world. Yves Joanette has been 
elected Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences. The Université Lumière de Lyon (France) and the University 
of Ottawa (Canada) both presented him with an Honorary Doctorate. 

 

Sujith Kollamthodi – Ricardo 

 

Sujith Kollamthodi is the Director of Ricardo’s Policy, Strategy & Economics Practice.  He leads a team of more than 170 
policy experts who provide strategic advice, insights and economic analysis to governments, development agencies, 
international financial institutions, industry associations and corporate clients all over the world on policy issues relating 
to climate change, energy, transport, air quality and chemicals amongst other topics.   

Sujith has more than 20 years’ experience on the environmental issues facing the transport sector and on the evolving 
interactions between the transport and energy sectors in the climate transition.  Sujith has led and directed strategic 
studies for the European Commission, national governments and corporate clients on decarbonising all modes of 
transport, on low carbon technologies and fuels (e.g. electric vehicles, bioenergy, hydrogen, etc) on air pollution, and on 
addressing the life-cycle environmental impacts of transport modes and the supporting transport infrastructure.   

Sujith has co-written more than 50 published reports and has a degree in Chemistry from the University of Sheffield in the 
UK as well as an MSc in Automotive Engineering from the University of Leeds (UK). 
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Guillaume Laverdure – Medicom 

 

Guillaume Laverdure is CEO of Medicom Group, a world leader in the production and distribution of infection prevention 
and control solutions. He joined the company in 2009 after an international career in finance, operations and general 
management in Europe and the USA. He led the company's transition to N95 masks and respirators and oversaw the 
opening of six new personal protective equipment manufacturing facilities on three continents during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Guillaume oversees the activities of some 1,700 Medicom employees and ensures the company's strategic 
growth. A native of France, Guillaume is a graduate of HEC Paris and Harvard Business School.  

 

Louis-Robert Lemire – Stingray 

 

Louis-Robert Lemire is the Vice President of Strategic Operations and Acquisitions at Stingray Group, a leading music, 
media, and technology company that delivers curated music and video content to businesses and consumers worldwide. 
With over a decade of experience at Stingray, Mr. Lemire has played a pivotal role in driving the company's growth. He 
holds a law degree from the University of Montreal and previously practiced business law at Stikeman Elliott in Montreal. 
Additionally, he worked at McKinsey & Company, a global strategy and management consulting firm. Mr. Lemire is also 
the co-founder of A5 Hospitality, one of Canada's premier hospitality groups. He is married and has two children. 

 

Eugenio Longo – TCS Europe 

 

Graduated in Chemical Engineering at McGill University (Montréal) in 1991 and holds a Master Degree from the University 
of Ferrara (I) in Polymer Science & Technology. Eugenio worked for 30 years in the petrochemicals, plastics, and fertilizers 
industry at Versalis, W.R.Grace, Sealed Air Corporation and OMV-Borealis. He spent the last 15+ years developing and 
implementing strategies at Group level, to improve sustainability of operations and products & services. He is a thought 
leader on the Circular Economy, Digital Energy, Sustainable Finance and Reporting, and the Green Digital Transition. He 
engages with a wide range of external stakeholders and organizations to shape Frameworks for Sustainable Development. 
He now covers the role of Director of Corporate Sustainability in Europe for Tata Consultancy Services. He focuses on the 
correct implementation of the EU CSRD and CSDDD, SBTi, the development of advisory and consultancy services and 
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solutions, and positions company as a leader in sustainable development, with strategic partners. Eugenio is found of 
trade as mean to promote sustainable development at global scale. 

 

Carole Mancel Blanchard – European Commisssion 

 

Carole Mancel Blanchard is the head of unit in charge on international cooperation with Europe and the Americas in the 
Directorate General in charge of research and innovation of the European Commission. From 2019 till 2024 she worked 
in the Cabinet of Commissioner Ferreira in charge of Cohesion and reforms as member and then deputy head Cabinet. 
She has a long experience of Cohesion policy, Urban policy and Competition policy in the European Commission.  

 

Alvaro Martin Blanco – Nato 

 

Alvaro Martin Blanco is currently a Programme Manager at the NATO Science & Technology Organization, Office of the 
Chief Scientist. In his current capacity he coordinates the NATO Chief Scientist Programme of Work (PoW) which supports 
Dr Bryan Wells (NATO’s Chief Scientist) in his functions as NATO’s senior scientific advisor. This PoW covers S&T topics 
such as Climate Change, Quantum, Resilience, and others. 

 In addition, Alvaro is one of the co-authors of NATO’s Science and Technology Trends report, which  provides an bi-
annual assessment of Science & Technology (S&T) trends and their potential impact on NATO military operations 
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John Metselaar – The Conference Board 

 

John Metselaar has turned his 30-year global VP-level leadership responsibilities at Procter & Gamble into expertise in 
leadership, innovation, strategy, and organizational culture.  

He now serves as Professor of Management Practice at Solvay Brussels School for Economics and Management (ULB) 
where he teaches his “Leading & Living Innovation” course, and also delivers executive workshops at emlyon, France, and 
Aalto University, Finland.   

He now serves as Professor at Solvay Brussels School for Economics and Management where he teaches his "Leading & 
Living Innovation" course to a broad array of, mostly executive, students across the world. 

Further, he is Director at The Conference Board where he heads its global Innovation & Digital Transformation practice, 
its Innovation Councils across EMEA and Asia, and also serves as Senior Fellow in Innovation Leadership. 

John teaches, speaks, inspires, moderates, and advises broad audiences living his purpose of passion for innovation, 
fascination with leadership, and the power of connecting in life and business.   

Flowing from his passion, he is a member of Global Minds Network and founding partner of “EI4I – Ecosystem Intelligence 
for Innovation” and “Includers – unleashing innovation through inclusive leadership”. 

He is editor at ProudPen Publisher where he has issued three books, as well as co-author of the “Future-Fit Manifesto” 
that lays out how to take “Agile” to the next level. 

 

Ian Mitchell – Gowling 

 

Ian Mitchell is a partner in Gowling WLG’s capital markets practice in Toronto and the head of the firm’s Canadian Mining 
Industry Sector Group. Ian’s practice focuses on corporate finance, mergers & acquisitions, and securities law, with a 
particular emphasis on the mining sector. He has extensive experience advising on public and private securities offerings, 
stock exchange listings, and regulatory compliance, as well as complex transactions such as plans of arrangement, reverse 
takeovers, and M&A deals. 

 Ian is a recognized expert in the mining industry, particularly in the area of critical mineral investment opportunities in 
Canada. His expertise spans across various aspects of the mining sector, including exploration and development, project 
financing, joint ventures, regulatory compliance, M&A transactions, and sustainability. He works closely with issuers, 
dealers, underwriters, and independent directors to navigate the complexities of the mining sector and develop strategic 
solutions that manage risk and achieve business objectives. 

  



Paperless Event 

Ian’s leadership and expertise have earned him recognition in The Canadian Legal Lexpert® Directory, Best Lawyers and 
the Legal 500 Canada. He was named one of Lexpert’s “Rising Stars: Leading Lawyers Under 40” in 2015. 

 

Mary Ng – Governement of Canada 

 

The Honourable Mary Ng was elected as Member of Parliament for Markham-Thornhill in April 2017. 

Minister Ng is a devoted community leader who has always believed in the power of public service. She has 20 years of 
experience in the areas of education, women’s leadership, job creation, and entrepreneurship. 

Minister Ng immigrated to Canada from Hong Kong with her family and grew up learning about the struggle and eventual 
success that many new immigrants experience in Canada. 

Her years working for the Ontario Public Service, Ryerson University, and the Ontario Ministry of Education led to her 
being recognized as one of Canada’s top-performing public sector leaders. She later served as Director of Appointments 
for Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. 

 

Wolfgang Philipp – European Commission 

 

Mr. Wolfgang Philipp is the Principal Adviser - Chief Science Officer of the new Health Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Authority (HERA) in the European Commission. HERA’s mission is to prevent, detect, and rapidly respond to 
health emergencies. HERA works to ensure the development, production and distribution of medicines, vaccines, and 
other critical medical countermeasures in case of health emergencies. 
 
He holds a PhD in microbiology of the University of Paris, France, and has been working in tuberculosis research at the 
Institut Pasteur in Paris, at the Universities of Bern and Basel and was a Member of the Basel Institute of Immunology, 
Switzerland, before joining the European Commission in 2001. 
 

Kostas Rossoglou – Shopify 
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Krista Thomas – Canada Grains Council 

 

Krista Thomas is the Vice President of Trade Policy and Seed Innovation with the Canada Grains Council (CGC). In this 
capacity Krista has led the development of policies and positions on trade issues related to biotechnology and plant 
breeding innovation. Krista is an active leader in international industry forums including GAABT, and the International 
Grain Trade Coalition, and has presented in government forums including APEC, the Global LLP Initiative, and WTO. Prior 
to joining the CGC Krista held various positions with the Canadian Federal Government, including with the Canada-US 
Regulatory Cooperation Council, and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. Krista holds an M.Sc. in Plant Agriculture from 
the University of Guelph in Ontario, Canada. 

 

Aslin Unlusoy – Mission of Canada to the EU 

 

 

Aslin Unlusoy is Head of Innovation for Canada’s Mission to the EU.  She has advocated for Canada’s membership to Eureka 
and was intricately involved in the negotiations for Canada’s association to Horizon Europe – both yielding positive results 
with Canada now a member to the EU’s two largest innovation funding programmes.  An international trade professional 
for over 30 years, she started her career in the private sector for 12 years, primarily in international sales and marketing, 
from MNEs to startups, and as a diplomat has represented Canada abroad for 18 years, on five assignments, including 
India, Ghana and Ireland.  
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