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Alain Alexis – Forward Global 

 

Alain has spent the last 30 years at the European Commission working on defence, competition and transport matters. He 
started his career in the French Ministry of economy, notably providing support for the financing of SMEs. 

He then joined the Competition Department of the European Commission in 1988 and became Head of Unit in charge of 
the modernisation and implementation of competition policy in the field of transport (State aid policy). As acting Director, 
he defined the policy and overall strategic orientation of the directorate responsible for competition in the transport, post 
and other services as regards State aid, merger and antitrust issues. 

Over the last 7 years, Alain worked in the General Directorate for defence at the European Commission as Head of Unit, 
acting Director as well as Advisor of the General Director of the General Direction in charge of Defence Industries and 
Space. He was notably responsible for the preparation of the European Defence Action Plan, the Defence Development 
Programme for 2019/2020 and the European Defence Fund for 2021/2027. He has supervised the preparation of key 
legislative proposals and the political negotiations with the European Parliament and the Council. He also worked on the 
consistency between industry policy and other policies, notably competition and green transition. 
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Sam Ayoub – Canada-Europe Economic Chamber - EU 

 

Sam Ayoub is the founding President of the Canada-Europe Economic Chamber whose mission is to promote economic 
trades between Canada and the European Union. Sam also helps many Canadian and European companies adopt a more 
strategic and effective approach to both markets to maximize business development and get a better return on investment 
from international efforts.   

Sam is also own a direct marketing company, INFAX which is a provider of fax & email broadcasting services in Canada. 
INFAX has clients mainly in Canada but also in France, Switzerland, Australia, Japan, USA, Mexico and Brazil. 

A dual citizen of Canada and France, Sam has also been very involved in various international chambers of commerce in 
Quebec City, Montreal, Vancouver and Paris before founding the Canada-Europe Economic Chamber in Canada and 
Europe (Brussels). 

 

 

Robbie Boyd – ENCompass B.V. 

 

Robbie Boyd is a Defence Security and Resilience Bank Development Group senior leader and CEO of Encompass BV. His 
40 years of experience in Defence, Industry and Security includes over a decade on combat operations at every level and 
experience as a practitioner at the strategic and grand-strategic level. A soldier, innovation industry senior leader, NED 
and Strategic Advisory Board member for several European Defence and Innovation companies, he is a regular contributor 
to the United Kingdom’s Defence Academy, RUSI (where he holds a Fellowship) and IISS. He is a Senior Fellow at OPEWI; 
Europe’s War Institute. 

Before establishing Encompass, he led Gartner’s consulting across NATO and EU Defence as a Managing Partner. Prior to 
that he was a Brigadier General in the British Army, serving as the principal political/military advisor to the Chair of NATO’s 
Military Committee, NATO’s most senior military appointee.  

A U.K. and Irish citizen, he lives near Brussels.  
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Lorenzo Casullo – Ricardo 

 

Lorenzo is an executive leader and policy strategist with over 15 years of experience shaping sustainable infrastructure, 
industrial transformation, and global alliances.  

Currently Europe Director at Ricardo plc, he oversees an extensive portfolio on climate, energy, mobility, and industry, 
building high-level partnerships across government, industry, and finance. Previously, he advised at the OECD, UNICEF, 
and Steer, driving governance reforms and sustainability strategies in more than 10 countries.  

A Cambridge and City University graduate, Lorenzo is a frequent speaker and contributor on clean industry, carbon policy, 
and sustainable transport, serving on boards and expert groups at EU, OECD, UN and industry level.   

He speaks five languages and engages with ease in diverse cultural and professional contexts. 

 

Elisabetta Coscia – Lysios 

 

Elisabetta is Director of the Brussels Office at Lysios, an independent consulting firm specializing in public affairs, with 
offices in Paris and Brussels. Before joining Lysios, she led the Brussels office of Confcommercio, the Italian General 
Confederation of Enterprises, Professional Activities, and Self-Employment, managing EU relations across the retail, 
wholesale, tourism, transport, professions, and services sectors. She also headed the Brussels office of Cattaneo Zanetto 
Pomposo and Co, Italy’s leading public affairs firm. Before that, she worked as an intern at the European Parliament. 
Elisabetta holds a Master’s in International Relations and European Studies, along with a Bachelor's degree in International 
Relations from the University of Genoa. 
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Frederic Donck – Tamada 

 

Today, as an author, keynote speaker, moderator and executive mentor, Frédéric Donck advises decision-makers, CEOs 
and executive committees to ensure optimal choices for organizational success, strategically engage key stakeholders and 
drive performance excellence.  
 
For over 25 years, he held leadership positions in the Internet and information technology industry in Europe and the 
United States. He has negotiated significant international agreements within those sectors with governments, business 
leaders, and global organizations in Europe, the United States, Latin America, Africa, and Asia.  
 
A former Vice-President with the Internet Society and Board Member of European associations, he has also advised the 
Director-General of the International Labour Organization (ILO) in Geneva as well as the European Commission in its 
strategy to support businesses growth and technological innovation in Europe.  
 
A legal expert (LLD) and European Lawyer (LLM), he underwent training in systemic approach based on the Mental 
Research Institute methodology developed in Palo Alto (California, USA) along with strategic intervention techniques 
tailored for businesses. 

 

 

Ime Ekong - EDC  

 

Ime Ekong joined Export Development Canada (EDC) in October 2023 upon his appointment as Business Development 
Director – EMEA, based in London, UK.  From EDC’s London office, Mr. Ekong leads EDC’s business development activities 
for the UK, as well as the Nordic and African regions, managing key relationships with stakeholders within those region’s 
public and private sectors. An experienced leader in international affairs, business development and global financial 
services, Mr. Ekong’s has held previous roles at Mizuho, AIG, and Global Affairs Canada. 

Mr. Ekong holds an MBA in Finance from London Business School, as well as a B.A (Hons) in Financial and Managerial 
Economics from the University of New Hampshire.  
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Rick Froh – ASSIG 

 

Richard (Rick) Froh’s career in 3 acts. 

ACT 1: Rick served as a combat engineer officer in the Canadian Armed Forces from 1968 until 1996, across Canada and in 
Europe and USA.  Key assignments included G4 of the Special Service Force in Canada, Commanding Officer 4 Combat 
Engineer Regiment in Germany and Military Assistant to 3 Chairs of the NATO Military Committee in Belgium.  Rick is a 
graduate, with honours, from the US Army Command and General Staff College, being recognized as a Master Tactician. 

ACT 2: As a member of the International Staff at NATO Headquarters in Brussels from 1996 to 2015, Rick was Head of the 
Land and Joint Armaments Sections, then Deputy Assistant Secretary General (DASG) for Armaments, and finally, DASG 
for Operations, travelling extensively in Allied and Partner nations, including Ukraine and Georgia, as well as in the Middle 
East, Africa, Kosovo and Afghanistan.  In 2017, he was called back to be NATO’s Senior Civilian in Iraq for 3 months. 

ACT 3: In retirement, Rick remains engaged.  He has been appointed as an Honorary Professor in the School of Law and 
Politics at Cardiff University; acts as the Strategic Advisor to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of a Canadian/American 
regulatory technology company (Terida); serves as the Executive Director of the Dr Manfred Wörner Circle at NATO; and 
in 2023 moved from CEO to President of Allied Support Services International Group (ASSIG), a Canadian consulting 
company in the defence and security sector. 

 

 

Honorable John Hannaford – Government of Canada 

 

 
On October 1, 2025, the Honourable John Hannaford was appointed Personal Representative of the Prime Minister to the 
European Union.  
 
The Honourable John Hannaford is a former Canadian public servant with three decades of experience in international 
affairs, law, and public administration, most recently serving as Clerk of the Privy Council and Secretary to the Cabinet.  
Mr. Hannaford joined the federal public service at the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1995 as a newly minted lawyer, 
working on issues ranging from maritime jurisdictions and environmental law to trade policy. Over the next two decades, 
he represented the Government of Canada on high-profile international and domestic files, from free trade negotiations 
to foreign and defence policy. This included senior leadership roles such as Foreign and Defence Policy Adviser to the 
Prime Minister, Deputy Minister of International Trade, and Deputy Minister of Natural Resources. From 2009 to 2012, he 
also served abroad as Canada’s Ambassador to Norway.  
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Mr. Hannaford was named the 25th Clerk of the Privy Council and Secretary to the Cabinet in June 2023. In this role, his 
leadership helped steer Canada’s response to emerging trade and security challenges and supported the government in 
implementing signature priorities, including a middle-class tax cut, stronger border security measures, and legislation 
aimed at building one Canadian economy. As Head of the Public Service, he also championed a renewed dialogue on values 
and ethics to guide federal employees in serving Canadians in an increasingly complex environment, while advancing 
efforts to modernize the public service, strengthen accountability, and build institutional resilience in the face of rapid 
technological and geopolitical change.  
 
Mr. Hannaford retired from the public service in July 2025. In recognition of his contributions, he was appointed a member 
of the King’s Privy Council for Canada.  
 
Mr. Hannaford holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in History from Queen’s University, a Bachelor of Laws from the 
University of Toronto, and a Master of Science in international relations from the London School of Economics. He and his 
wife, Anne, have two adult children. 

 

 

Bruno Herrmann – Global Minds Network 

 

Bruno Herrmann brings more than 30 years of experience in leading the globalisation and localisation of products, content, 
and customer experiences. He is currently the Global Readiness and Effectiveness Leader of Global Minds Network as well as 
the Vice-Chairman of LT-Innovate, the leading language technology and intelligence industry association. 

Bruno is focused on helping organisations of various sizes and in various industries find the sweet spot for value-driven AI 
effectiveness in product leadership and content operations internationally. He has held several leadership roles, both on 
the client and agency side. From January 2020 to June 2022, he was the Director of Localisation Operations at IQVIA. From 
2003 to 2019 he had roles of increasing responsibility in marketing, business operations and product leadership at the 
Nielsen Company. Before joining Nielsen, he managed online globalisation programmes at HP and localisation operations 
at Compaq. Prior to joining Compaq, Bruno worked in marketing communication and localisation startups.  

Bruno is a regular speaker, panelist, moderator, and workshop leader. He has a master’s degree in Translation and 
Localisation from the Université Libre de Bruxelles and an Executive Master Degree in Digital Marketing and 
Communications from the Solvay Brussels School of Economics and Management. 
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Gregory W. Ivey – NATO 

 

Greg Ivey serves in the Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division of NATO International Staff as Director of 
Armaments and Major Capability Programmes. Situated in NATO Headquarters, Brussels, his team of experts plays a 
leading role in policy and capability development and supports political consensus decision making on a wide range of 
joint, land, air, maritime and space capabilities required for the full range of the Alliance’s missions. His directorate 
supports NATO Defence Planning activities and related capability initiatives.  To that end, he provides capability-related 
advice to NATO senior policy committees.  

He supports the work of the Conference of National Armaments Directors (CNAD) and its subordinate structures.  Specific 
responsibilities include policy and capability development, support and oversight in the areas of Integrated Air and Missile 
Defence, Aerospace and Air Traffic Management (ATM), Joint Intelligence, Reconnaissance, Surveillance (JISR) as well as 
armaments standardization and interoperability across Air, Land, Maritime and Space domains.  He is the Chair of the 
Aviation Committee (AVC). 

His portfolio includes a variety of multi-domain capability efforts such as Alliance Future Surveillance and Control 
programme, NATO’s Joint Intelligence and Surveillance programme, NATO’s Commercial Space Strategy, and the Digital 
Ocean effort intended to enhance maritime domain awareness through leading edge autonomy technologies.    

Greg holds a Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) and a Masters of Defence Studies from the Royal Military College of 
Canada.  He is a graduate of the Government of Canada’s year-long National Security Program, designed to prepare 
selected military, public service, international and private-sector executive leaders for future responsibilities within a 
complex and ambiguous global security environment.  He is married with three children who all share his passion for 
outdoor adventure and travel. 

 

Sylvie Lemoine – CEFIC 

 

Sylvie Lemoine is a distinguished professional with a robust background in EU regulatory affairs spanning over fifteen 
years, both in EU trade associations and in chemical companies. As the Executive Director of Product Stewardship at Cefic 
since 2019, she has been instrumental in driving initiatives on the EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability. 

Transitioning her expertise, Sylvie now champions Industrial Policy within the organisation since 2024. 

Prior to her tenure at Cefic, Sylvie held a pivotal role as the Director for Technical and Regulatory Affairs at A.I.S.E., the 
International Association for Soaps, Detergents, and Maintenance products, after which she joined Dow Government 
Affairs in 2016. 
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Sylvie Lemoine holds a chemical engineering degree complemented with a PhD in Organic Chemistry from the esteemed 
Louis Pasteur University in Strasbourg, France. She commenced her professional career at ExxonMobil Chemical, gaining 
experience across R&D and market development departments based in Brussels. 

 

 

Steve Milbury – Opportunities NB 

 

Steve Milbury has worked in economic development for the past twelve years. Before joining ONB, Steve worked in the 
private sector for over two decades, gaining experience in the high-tech sector as a professional business developer and 
senior sales leader delivering products, services, and project management skills to multimillion-dollar companies. 

He has travelled extensively for work across North America and Europe and lived in both Calgary and Vancouver. In the 
mid-2000s, he returned home to New Brunswick to enter the software industry for several years before serving as General 
Sales Manager for the region’s top office furniture dealer, leading a team that would serve notable clients like Irving Oil.  

Steve’s years of experience, work ethic, and knack for business development would ultimately lead him to Opportunities 
NB, where he has moved from multiple Senior Director roles to Vice President of Investment Attraction and Trade to his 
current position as Vice President of Business Development. 

Steve is now responsible for leading all ONB activity as it relates to investment attraction, trade and export development, 
business growth, and operations in its India and France-based offices. His team is proactively engaged in driving 
investment opportunities in priority sectors such as energy innovation, cybersecurity, digital health, advanced 
manufacturing, ICT, and AgriTech. 

Believing that hockey teaches one hard work, trust, communication, collaboration, respect, and teamwork, Steve 
continues to make the game a big part of his life, in the boardroom and beyond. Now recognized by Hockey Canada as a 
high-performance coach, he is active in his community volunteering as the Vice President of the U18 Major AAA Vito’s 
Hockey program, coaching the Kennebecasis Valley High School Boys AAA Hockey Team, and serving as a director with the 
YMCA. 
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Peter Rafferty – Galvion UK Limited 

 

Peter joined Galvion in 2015 having previously been Head of Land and Joint Systems at Raytheon UK. A former career 
infantry officer in the British Army for over 30 years, his service included deployments in Northern Ireland, the Balkans, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and Southern Africa. He held several senior leadership positions in capability management and 
procurement in the UK MoD. Peter’s experience extends across all aspects of R&D, programme delivery and through life 
support, particularly in the realms of dismounted close combat capability. In Galvion, as well as his current role (2015 to 
date), he has also been President of the Armor Products Business Unit (2021-2023 – including the setting up and 
establishment of Galvion (Europe) sp. z o.o in Poland), led the Vehicle Power Product Business in Ottawa (2017-2021) and 
was Chief of Staff/Operating Officer, Galvion Inc in Montreal, Canada (2020-2023). Beyond his business role, Peter is also 
Vice Lord-Lieutenant of the County of Lancashire in the UK, a Civic appointment. 

 

Kostas Rossoglou – Shopify 

 

Kostas Rossoglou leads Shopify’s international public policy and government affairs strategy, with a focus on Europe, the 
Middle East, Africa, and Asia-Pacific. He works closely with business leaders and public institutions to shape the regulatory 
landscape on key issues including ecommerce, data, artificial intelligence, competition, and global trade. 

With nearly 20 years of experience across public policy, international regulation, and stakeholder engagement, Kostas 
brings a global perspective to the intersection of innovation and governance. A Greek national, he has lived and worked 
across four continents and is passionate about building policy environments that empower entrepreneurship and digital 
growth. 
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Bruno Saverys – Zingametall BV 

 

Bruno Saverys is a global business leader with a career stretching across international insurance, risk management, and 
industrial innovation. Currently CEO & Shareholder of Zingametall BV, Bruno Saverys is driving the company’s 
transformation from a leading European galvanizing systems manufacturer into a truly international player known for its 
sustainability-driven solutions and technical excellence.  

From his early career as a trainee at COOREMAN & SAVERYS Insurance Brokers and Commercial Manager at SOGECA-
SABECA Insurance Brokers, he quickly advanced through leadership roles, including Area Network Manager at Belgibo 
Insurance Brokers (Antwerp – B), Managing Director & CEO of Win Guarantee (Antwerp – B), International Commercial 
Development Director of GROUPAMA TRANSPORT (Le Havre - France), which became HELVETIA Company since 2013, 
where he drove organizational growth and strengthened international partnerships. 

Alongside leading Zingametall BV, Bruno Saverys is active as Special Risks Underwriter for Marine Underwriting Services 
SIA (Riga, Latvia), and is Founder of IICIN (International Independent Coating Inspectors Network), underlining a lifelong 
commitment to building resilient networks and advancing global industry standards. 

With decades of cross-sector experience, Bruno Saverys is known for connecting strategy with execution, empowering 
teams, and building partnerships that strengthen industrial resilience in an era of global uncertainty. 

 

 

Jean-Philippe Scherer – Airbus 

 

Jean-Philippe Scherer is Head of EU/NATO Public Affairs for Defence & Space, a role he has held since 2024. Based in 
Brussels, he oversees all key Defence & Space activities, including military aircraft, satellites and digital services.  
 
He joined Airbus in 2016 and served as the Head of Future Programmes within Space Digital at Airbus Defence & Space. 
In this position, he played a crucial role in the initial development of major collaborative systems like FCAS and IRIS².  
 
A former fighter pilot for Rafale and Mirage, Jean-Philippe's background includes extensive operational experience with 
the French Ministry of Defence. He has participated in numerous international missions and operations in Africa, the 
Middle East, and Central Europe - totaling more than 2000 hours of flight time and 54 war missions - and has been part of 
international exchange programs with the US and Russian Air Forces. He is still serving as reserve officer and operational 
expert at the French Space Command and has previously worked in several international organisations as NATO 
headquarters and the EU institutions, within the European Commission and the External Action Service.  
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Jean-Philippe is an alumnus of the French Air Force Academy (1991), where he was commissioned as an officer. He 
furthered his education at ISAE SUPAERO, earning an aerospace engineering degree in 2006, and completed an Executive 
MBA at HEC in 2012. Additionally, he attended the French War College in 2010 and has been decorated with the Legion 
d’Honneur and the Ordre National du Mérite. 

 

 

Maninder Sidhu – Government of Canada 

 

The Honourable Maninder Sidhu has served as Canada’s Minister of International Trade since 2025 and has represented 
the riding of Brampton East in the House of Commons since 2019. A graduate of the University of Waterloo, Minister Sidhu 
began his career as an entrepreneur, building a successful customs brokerage business. He is also the founder of The 
Kindness Movement, a family charity assisting underprivileged school children. 
 
Prior to his current role, Minister Sidhu served four years as Parliamentary Secretary at Global Affairs Canada, where he 
contributed to strengthening Canada’s diplomatic ties, advancing international trade initiatives, and supporting global 
development efforts. A long-time resident of Brampton, Minister Sidhu has called the city home for over 35 years, where 
he lives with his wife and children.  
 

 

Michael Zobin – Livingston International 

 

As the Senior Director of Global Trade Consulting at Livingston International, with over 25 years of industry experience, 
Michael Zobin oversees a team of associates and works with clients to help them minimize risk and implement new 
processes to align business goals with Government initiatives and regulations.  

Michael is a recognized expert in Customs and trade. He regularly conducts seminars on duty mitigation strategies, origin, 
valuation, and compliance best practices, for Canadian and non-resident importers. Michael has been invited to speak, on 
several occasions, by the Canadian Society of Customs Brokers (CSCB) at the regional and national levels. He has also 
presented at the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to deliver a presentation on the Least 
Developed Country Tariff (LDCT). 

Michael holds the CSCB designations of Certified Trade Compliance Specialist (CTCS) and Certified Customs Specialist (CCS) 
as well as the NCBFAA CCS US designation. He has successfully completed the Canada Customs Professional Examination. 

He is based in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
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